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historical events, the former falls and misses the true nature of
self and reality. The forces of evil, whose very nature is to work
against the order of reality, must be put down. Reality must
always assert itself. If it does not assert itself through one, it
must assert itself through another. The man who abstains from
action only creates a dualism between himself and reality. Only,
he displays his ignorance and lack of enlightenment. Realization
of reality is possible only through action and not by abstaining
from it.
It is this aspect of the ancient Indian teaching that many of
the contemporary Indian philosophers want to bring to the
forefront. The escape from matter and material values creates
the dualism of matter and spirit. But truth is not dual, it is one.
So matter should not be treated as alien to spirit but as part of
spirit. Matter has to be transformed into spirit, and material
values have to be transformed into spiritual values through
transvaluation. Both Tagore and Radhakrishnan assert that we
are interested in the Absolute, not in its transcendent purity and
sublimity, but only so far as it comes home to our business and
bosoms. For Tagore, our chief concern is with the Absolute
humanized, and, for Radhakrishnan, with the Absolute as intel-
lectualized. Dr. Bhagavan Das finds fault with the traditional
Advaita for not including the world of nature in the Absolute.
Of the Muslim writers, Iqbal glorifies desire. Aurobindo Ghose
preaches the doctrine of the Superman, who is to use the power
of the Absolute for the betterment of the world. And Mahatma
Gandhi applies his metaphysics directly to the affairs of the world.
In spite of the ascetic colour which Mahatma Gandhi's utterances
have, his is a philosophy of action and self-affirmation, the self-
affirmed of course being the true self. No sane philosopher would
preach the affirmation of self in its momentary fits of whims and
passions, but only of the self in its true nature. Undoubtedly
Mahatma Gandhi is trying to better the world, and is not preaching
renunciation. True, he is insisting upon a discipline that is almost
as rigorous as asceticism. But we have to remember that the
Samurai, the hereditary military caste of Japan, are one of the
greatest admirers of Buddhist asceticism, for they could adapt
its disciplinary rules to their military life with the best advantage.
Even in action one cannot be unflinching, unless one's will is
thoroughly disciplined. However, the tendency towards a positive
view of the world is apparent in all the contemporary thinkers.
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